
1.5.1 Broad overview of a 

selected Ecosystem 

Learning Objective(s) 

Present an overview of diversity of 

life forms in an ecosystem.  
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Note from the syllabus 

* Emphasis in this special study should be 

placed on the techniques of fieldwork 

and the recording and analysis of 

collected data. 
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Note from Guidelines 

• DEPTH OF TREATMENT 

 

 Identification of different ecosystems and selection of one. 

 

 General overview of the diversity of life forms,  

      their inter-relationships with each other and the non-living components 
of one selected ecosystem. 

 

 Study a minimum of ten organisms to include five fauna and five flora 

     from the selected ecosystem. 

 

  Appreciate the range of variation of any single species: height, mass 
and any other estimable character. 
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Selecting an Ecosystem 

• The ecosystem selected should have a 

variety of flora and fauna 

• Easy to get to – you may want to return 

during a different season 

• An area within the school may be suitable 

e.g. hedgerow, waste ground, base of a 

fence where grass is not cut, a length of 

wall, pond, path, etc. 
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What to observe in an Ecosystem 

1st Form a general overview  

• Name the type of habitat 

• Observe if it is exposed, sheltered, flat, on a 
slope, what direction does it face, influence 
of wind – direction, intensity, drainage, etc. 

 

2nd The diversity of flora and fauna in the 
ecosystem 
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What to examine broadly 

• A minimum of five flora and five fauna 

• Name each organism – examine the range 
of variation of any single species e.g. 
height, mass, colour, etc.  

• Does the same species of plant grow in 
bright and dark areas of the habitat e.g. ivy 
– note the difference in leaf size and colour 
in each area. 
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What to observe in an Ecosystem 

3rd Look for inter-relationships between the 

various living organisms in the ecosystem 

 

4th What is the influence of the non-living 

(abiotic) components on the flora and fauna of 

the ecosystem? 
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Note to teachers: 

Benefits of a digital camera 
• Photograph the plants and animals found 

• This forms a permanent record of the species 
found and can be used next year to prepare 
students before field trip 

• It helps for later identification if this cannot be 
done in the field 

• Photograph plants when they are in flower – this 
may not coincide with the field trip – photographs 
can then be used to identify plants by their leaves 

• Can also be used to display pictorial food chains 

• Over time you will be able to develop your own 
identification guide sheets 
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Need to know 

• Give an overview of the diversity of life in 

an ecosystem  
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END 


